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The CHARACTERS ANNUAL REUNION

..see the happy faces?

The Characters
Annual Reunion was
lots of fun, as usual.

But don’t take my
word for it. Just look
at the photos of the

dancers!

NEXT MSDA PARTY
February 16
at the AMBER HOUSE

Lesson 3PM
Dance Party 4PM- 8PM
Our parties are at the Cabaret
Ballroom located inside The
Amber House, 7012 E Nine Mile
Road, Warren, Ml. 586-754-3434

DANCE LESSON

Last month, Tim Constant taught
Carolina Shag steps for West Coast
Swing. We were able to pick it up
easily and to incorporate it into out
dancing for the rest of the evening.
Thanks Tim!! It's always a joy to
experience your positive energy.

C

We've had so many new dancers
join the club and attend the lessons
that we decided to have a Begin-
ner to Intermediate lesson in
Hustle. So, in February, our own
Bill Scheff will teach Hustle Aware-
ness. See page 4 for some
provacative questions....
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NEW MEMBERS

The MSDA warmly welcomes the
following Dancers to the club.
Thanks so much for your support!

MARY JO DEMERS
AMY HAIGLER
JUDY LOEBL

—_—

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYH
PEOPLE

The MSDA has a birthday party
every month for those with birthdays
during that month. We announce the
members’ names, have a birthday
dance especially for them and serve
cake. We also have a gift for those
present at the party in their birthday
month. Please be sure to open it
before leaving the party...it needs to
be laminated.

ELIZABETH SCHULTZ 2/2

MARTI REUTHER 2/3
COLLEEN TAVOR 2/3
BARBARA TRIPP 2/3
BRENDA RUPP 2/4
RICHARD  LEPAGE 2/10
MARY OLK 2/14
SAL BELLESTRI  2/17
JEANETTE BRABANDT  2/22
JERRY BARTON 2/24

Fetawey MSDA

FUTURE PARTIES

March 23
April 13
May 18

Please note: Some of the dates are
not on the 3rd Sunday due to
holidays or convention dates.

The birthday cake for our parties is provided
by Dave Michalski. He gives us a great
discount and will give any MSDA member
a discount too. Dave’s shop is located at:

Gallery of Cakes
29457 5 Mile Rd.

Livonia, Ml 48154

734-427-9202
Hours:

Tues - Fri, 10to 6
Saturday, 10-2:30
Sunday, Closed

LOCAL AND
NATIONAL EVENTS

MOTOR CITY JAM

Feb. 28 - Mar 2. Troy, MI

3 days of dancing, contests,
parties and workshops. 2 rooms
for dancing: blues and lindy. Only
$79, in advance. It includes all 20
classes, daytime dancing and
both evening parties. $5 discount
on weekend pass to MSDA
members.

BOOGIE IN THE BURGH

Mar 20-23 Pittsburgh, PA.

. Hosted by: Steel City Boogie Club.
Location: Radisson Hotel-
Greentree. Cost: $65 before 2-15;
$70 after 2-15. Lots of DJ’'s Hotel:
Radisson Hotel-Greentree 412-
922-8400 — ask for “Boogie in the
Burgh” rate Contact: HOTLINE:
412-561-7777.

SUMMER BOOGIE BLAST

May 22-25, Nashville, TN. Hosted
by Music City Bop Club. Location:
Nashville, TN. Cost: $40.00 before
May 1, 2003, $50.00 after May 1,
2003. Fantastic Hospitality Room
- great pool party and duck races
- dance workshops on Friday and
Saturday. Hotel: Millennium
Maxwell House Hotel 615-259-
4343. Contact: Sandy Brown 615-
859-0251 or email
dsb2djs@aol.com. Flyer available
at http://
www.musiccitybopclub.com.

USA GRAND NATIONALS

May 22-25. Atlanta, GA
Renaissance Waverly Hotel
Biggest Shag/Swing competition
in the country. Over $35,000 in
prizes. Workshops, competitions,
vendors, plus two ballrooms open
all weekend. 770-512-7848

http://
www.usagrandnationals.com/

Presenwy big sister, Isabella,

is the newest addition to Joyce

and Hyung Kim. Welcome to the
world, Madeleine!!!
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THE DANCE CLUB’s progressive
classes begins every six weeks at the
Amber House in Warren. Schedule:
http://amberhouse-danceclub.com/
Private lessons available. Mambo, Hustle,
ChaCha - Tango - Waltz - FoxTrot - Swing
- West Coast. Huge Dance Floor! Amber
House, 7012 E. Nine Mile Road (Just W.
of VanDyke) Warren, MI. 586-754-3434
AMBER HOUSE's New Classes
starting!! See attached calendar.

Night Club 2 Step, Basic & Beyond
With Ken Ptak. 6 Week Session -
$40.00 / Per Person.Classes Meet 1
Hour Each Week. New classes in
Swing, Hustle and Cha Cha starting
week of Jan 13 for 6 weeks.

STARDUST DANCE STUDIO

Friday Night Dance Parties 8:00 PM -
11:00 PM. FMI: 248-356-5678. $1

d scout toMSDA nenbersSee
attached class schedule.
http://stardustballroom.com

ROYAL OAK ARTHUR MURRAY
Friday night parties every Friday. Call
for dates. 9:15 -10:45 PM. $5.
Discount of $1.00 for MSDA
members. 811 North Main Street,
Royal Oak. FMI: 248-548-4770

TROY DANCE STUDIO

$1.00 discount on every event to
MSDA members. They hold
scheduled Theme Parties on
Tuesdays. 4963 Rochester Rd.
Troy, Ml 48098. Elaine Marrero, TDS.
248-689-3393.

DANCESPORT ACADEMY OF
MICHIGAN

23666 Park, Dearborn, Ml 48124
313-724-3262. The studio has Friday
night open dances, $8. Sat night dances
are $10. $1.00 off to MSDA members.
http://www.dancesportacademy.com

ARGENTINE TANGO DETROIT

7758 Auburn Road, Utica

FMI: 586-254-0560

An instructor from Deliz DanceSport is
teaching Salsa & Swing on Mondays!
$1.00 off all events to MSDA
members.
Lori@argentinetangodetroit.com
http://www.argentinetangodetroit.com

DANCE ALERT
Want to receive the latest e-mail news
on dance related events in Michigan?
Want to know where the hottest dance
floors are? To subscribe free to all the
latest dance news, visit her website at:
http://dancemichigan.com.
Instructors, DJ's, Studios and Bands may
advertise for free. You can print out a huge
list of area dance floors or check out the
Information Station at the monthly dance
for her list.

RHYTHM -N- SHOES DANCE STUDIO
$1.00 discount to MSDA members
on Thursday night dances. 9to 11
PM. Suzie Brecht is the manager of
the studio, as well as a teacher and the
DJ. 2172 Franklin Rd, Bloomfield
Hills.284-334-0299. See attached
schedule. RhythmNShoes@aol.com.

DANCE ART COLLECTIBLES

By Linda Jaworski: A large collection of
wonderful dance related art and
collectibles.10% discount on unframed
posters and 15% off framed posters to
MSDA members. 33228 West 12 Mile, Suite
138, F. Hills. For more info; 248-488-0244
or ljaworski@aol.com.

DELIZ DANCESPORT

231 Eureka Road, Wyandotte, MI 48192
734 -281-1969. M-F, 1pm-10pm, Sat. by
appt. 734-281-1969 or
delizdance@aol.com

DANCE ELITE BALLROOM STUDIO

6315 Haggerty, W. Bloom. American and

International Ballroom Dancing. Group
and private lessons for all ages. Maros
Reves, Professional Dance Instructor.
Competitive dance coaching. Friday
nights, beginning Feb 7, will be Salsa
nights featuring JIMMY BARRIOS. *
PM..dance lesson,party from 9 to12.
Saturday night dance parties, 9 to
midnight, $10. $1.00 off to MSDA
members. 248-926-8522. http://
eliteballroom.com. See attached
schedule.

PERSONAL TRAINER

Muscle toning, strength & balance
training to increase your dance
endurance & poise. At your gym. 10%
discount per session to MSDA
members for first 5 training hours.
Madelyn Kleitch, ACE certified.
http://msda.org/mk/personal.trainer.htm
313-882-5422.

COULD | HAVE THIS DANCE?

Contact Meagan Woodbury if you are a
male dancer between 40 - 70, & you are
interested in becoming a gentleman host
on cruise ships. $5 discount for MSDA
members. 586-775-1933

DINNER FOR 8

Now you can join other available, like minded,
single people for evenings of fine dining and
dinner theater. It's fun, it's affordable and it's
without the social pressure of one on one
blind dates.$20 membership discount to
MSDA members. Type MSDA in the
comments form. http://dinnerfor8.com

NEW!!! SWING TIME STUDIO/
DANCE HALL

G-4510 VanSlyke Road- Flint

Swing, Ballroom,Latin,Country &
Social.Group Classes & Private
Instruction available. 2200 sq. ft of
Floating dance floor. $1.00 off any
workshop or Dance party to MSDA
members. Instructors: Terri Sweet-Tim
Johnson-Tim Constant-Dave Wolf.
Contact Terri at (810) 762-0101.
swing42@sbcglobal.net

REMINDER: Show your MSDA card at
GLSDC and MSSHD dances to get in at
their member prices Just show your card
and save. The GLSDC schedule is at:
http://danceaway.com/GLSDC/
calendar.html. They have a club dance every
Wednesday in Flint at Bugsy's. MSSHD is
on the 2nd Sunday of the month :
bbudzyn@comcast.net
-http/Aww.michiganswing.com/

HUBER & BREEZE

30% discount on all Rentals, Sales,
Repairs of New & Used Disc Jockey
Equipment. 33540 Groesbeck Hwy.
Fraser, Ml (586) 294-3950

LYNCH'S

Three Locations:

Warren: (586) 751-1780

15% discount to MSDA members.
They carry various trims for costumes,
teachers’ shoes, tights, etc.
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GUEST INSTRUCTOR
BILL SCHEFF

Bill Scheff is our guest teacher this month. Bill, owner of
the Amber House and the official MSDA DJ, has been a full
time dance professional since 1986. He also operates the
Dance Club, in which he teaches ongoing dance classes at
the Amber House, and hosts many parties and events for other
dance organizations. Add to this the wonderful Country Dances
on the last Sunday of each month, Bill's annual Character’s
Reunion, and the private lessons he teaches, and you'll won-
der when he finds time to host all the wedding receptions,
graduation parties and other celebrations that go on at the
Amber House.

When asked about any pet peeves re: dancing, Bill said,
“I've been dancing for 32 years and my main pet peeve is this
business of lead and follow. There are guys who want to learn
lots of steps in order to impress the girls. Often a guy will act
as if he is a teacher, or will show her complicated steps to
dazzle her. She might just be getting into dancing and he
throws her into steps she doesn’t know, plus he might dance
above her level. If he overleads, she has to compensate by
resisting and this ruins what she’s learned. Then the teacher
has to help her unlearn it and almost start all over. It would be
better to dance at the follower’s level and let the teacher intro-
duce the new steps.”

“Another word of advice: to be a better dancer, learn the
names of the steps. Names help you remember how to do the
steps. Timing and counting are also very important. | still
count after 32 years. Plus, if you learn proper foot place-
ments, body positioning and how to rotate the body, i.e. the
basics, dancing will be more fun. Feel the lead through the
arms, check your fingertip resistance and make sure your body
isn't collapsed. Then it's easier to lead and follow. Be one
with the music. It's great if you don’t have to think about your
feet or what to do with your body...music takes control of your
body at the upper level. You can just BE the music. That's
the epitome and the goal of all the lessons.

Here are some of the questions Bill will be answering during

the lesson. Do you know the answers?

1. Is Hustle a Slot Dance like West Coast Swing, or does it

Rotate ?

2. What is the simplest definition of a Syncopation ?

3. What does a Lady respond with, When Following ?

4. For the Men, What is Over Leading ?

5. For the Lady's, What is the Most Important Step in Hustle ?

Visit Bill's site at:

HTTP://AMBERHOUSE-DANCECLUB.COM

Amber House Update
Running the Amber House is a huge job, and often we forget
to show our appreciation of Bill's efforts. Recently he put locks
on the stalls in the ladies room, painted the ceiling tiles, and
added several new and exotic drinks to the menu. New carpet
is coming up soon. Let's give him a pat on the back, or a hug,
the next time we're there. r\

\







