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The SPRING SWING Show |
was a huge success!

The Old Redford Theatre hosted a Big
Band concert Saturday night, April 1%, to
help raise funds to restore the lovely, old
theatre. The original décor was that of a
Japanese outdoor theatre, complete with
twinkling “stars” in the ceiling. The owners
are working hard to bring it back to it's origi-
nal condition, need money to do so and
decided a swing event might be the ticket.

The house was packed, both up and
down, as the Swing Shift Orchestra played
strains of Canadian Sunset and Pennsyl-
vania 6-5000. To enhance the perfor-
mance, three of our guest teachers and an
MSDA member, plus several other enthu-
siastic performers, danced several num-
bers. Joyce Stoughton and dance partner,
Michael Finegan, led the group with won-
derful routines that illustrated several de-
cades of swing styles, including a Gap
commercial style dance to Brian Setzer’s
Jump, Jive and Wail. Tim Constant and
Laura Danckaert performed a terrific num-
ber that was full of energy, a WIDE variety
of amalgamations, and even included
some aerials. Allin all, a delightful evening.

Wanna go to the 4th of July
Swing Dance Convention in
Phoenix?

Enter the raffle for a chance to win a ticket.

Our club has the unique privilege of
having 2 tickets available for the
Greater Phoenix Swing Dance Club
19th Annual July 4th Convention. This
incredible event is very special in that
there are only 950 tickets available na-
tionally and it draws some of the best
dancers in the world. It takes place at
the beautiful Camelback Inn and only
costs $80 for the weekend package.
Rooms are $92 per night and include
a fully stocked frig and liquor bar. The
party starts Wednesday night, June
28th and ends late Sunday night, July

2. There is a contest called Champion
of Champions, plus a No-Limits Con-
test in which everyone competes in one
division. There are also Jack & Jills. All
ticket holders compete at no cost. Then
they retire to poolside to relax after
hours. The weekend also includes buf-
fet breakfasts, complimentary drink
tickets, a hospitality suite a pinochle
tournament and several other social
events. The Phoenix Club has ar-
ranged with American Airlines for ticket
discounts.We've decided to raffle off
the opportunity to buy these two tick-
ets so we need to collect the names of
anyone interested in purchasing them.
Please e-mail Sharon at
sfnelson@att.net or call or fax the club
number (248-926-5484) and indicate
that you would like to be included in the
raffle. | want to hold this raffle at the
next dance so | need names ASAP.
This should be a great event.

(Sorry..no web site.)
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Cruisin’ American Beauties
Story on Page 4

S\

MSDA members Louise Zaleski, Judy Mobley,
Hope Larson and MaryLou Gillis with cruise
hostess Beata Howe (center).

THE LINE-UP

We are happy to announce our list of
teachers for future MSDA dances.

April 16.....Suzy Brecht
May 21......Tera Gehrking
June 11 .....Joyce Stoughton-Kim

NEXT PARTY
APRIL16
at the AMBER HOUSE

Lesson 3 PM
Dance Party 4PM-8PM
Our parties are at the Cabaret
Ballroom located inside ‘The
Amber House, 7012 E Nine Mile
Road, Warren, M. 810-754-3434

DANCE LESSON

Many thanks to Glenn Clark of
Stardust Ballroom for his delightful
West Coast Swing lesson last
month. Glenn led us through a
wonderful set of leadable steps,
including some very sexy swivels,
which he demonstrated with great
‘flair’. | overheard, and couldn’t help
but agree with, a few ladies who
remarked that they wished they
could strut it as well as Glenn!
Thanks, Glenn.
<

Suzy Brecht, of Troy Dance Studio,
is our guest teacher this month.
Suzy will teach a class in
Intermediate to Advanced East
Coast Swing. Knowing Suzy, this
will be a funny, informative, useful
session. Come prepared to enjoy
yourself. If you are new to ECS,
please wait until another class that
is geared to a beginner level. Bio
on page 4.
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NEW MEMBERS

The MSDA warmly welcomes the
following Dancers to the club.
Thanks so much for your support!

CHUCK CIARAMITARD
MARILYN CRANE
DIANE HAYNIE
MICHAEL HAYNIE
DIANA HOSTETLER
BILL HOSTETLER
BILL JEFFERSON
MARGIT KAZAMER
BOB LEICH

LINDA LEICH

SUZY NEAL

ANDREA PELLERITO
LAWRENCE SIERADSKI
BEATRICE SMEREK
KAREN WEBER

MARK WEBER

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR
APRIL BIRTHDAY
PEOPLE

The MSDA has a birthday party
every month for those with birthdays
during that month. We announce
the members’ names, have a
birthday dance especially for them
and serve cake. We also have a
small gift for those present at the
party in their birthday month. Please
be sure to open it before leaving the
party...it needs to be laminated.

TERRY DROTAR 4/1
KIM SPARRE 4/1
HOYUMPA SANTIAGO 4/5
KATHRYN AUGUSTIN 4/6
JACOUELYN ZAMECK-LEVINE 4/6
MARGARET ROSS 4/8
RIAN KLEFSTAD 4/9
JOHN MCLAUGHLIN 4/9
JAMES DYSARCZYK 4/9
RALPH RAIMI 4/10
JEFFREY NEST 4/12
LEHMAN ORLUCK 4/17
RONALD RELLOX 4/18
ALICE GRIEBE 4/19
CARL KOLENDA 4/20
MARK BOBAK 4/22
BRENDA BARTON 4/26
BECKY LARSON 4/27
LOUISE ZALESKI 4/28

DON KEISIC 4/28

FUTURE PARTIES

AN

May 20
June 11

Please note: Some of the dates
are not on the 3rd Sunday due to
holidays or convention dates.

The birthday cake for our parties is
provided by Dave Michalski. He gives
us a great discount and will give any
MSDA member a discount too. Dave’s
shop is located at:

Gallery of Cakes
10626 W. Warren
Dearborn, Ml
313-581-5702
Hours:

Tues - Fri, 10 to 6
Saturday, 10-2:30
Sunday, Closed

LOCAL AND
NATIONAL EVENTS

FORD BALLROOM DANCE
CLUB SPRING 2000 DANCE
Friday, April 7, Plymouth, Ml
8-9 Lesson,dance 9-12.
Mayflower Meeting House
499 Main St. 734-677-0212

ORLANDO SWING VACATION
April 20-24 ,Orlando, FL
15,600 sq. ft. Ballroom

12 workshops, 3 J & J contests,
open dancing all the time.
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A new collection of swing CD’s is

available, including the latest, greatest
West Coast Swing compilation,
Sophisticated Swing Vol. #1, the
Measure of Blues series, Gator’s
Swing Party and Roll Up the Rug.

Clarion Plaza Hotel, $75 pp dbl. occ.
1-800-627-8258. $65 for the 4 day
event. 3 free workshops.

Info: Carol @ (407) 877-1049 or
Mark @ (407) 370-0097
floorplay2@aol.com or
http://floorplaydanceorlando.com

GRAND NATIONAL DANCE
CHAMPIONSHIPS

May 25-29, 2000 Atlanta, GA
Renaissance Waverly Hotel, $79
770-953-4500

Workshops, competitions, ggnaral
dancing.....all types of Swin
cwomble@freewwweb.com
http://www.charlieandjackie.com/
GNDCpage.htm

(I saw the tapes from last year’s
event and | WANT TO GO. Let’s
get a group together. SN)

LITTLE BIT OF TEXAS DANCE
FESTIVAL

May 26-28 Kalamazoo, Ml
616-473-3261

FOURTH OF JULY SWING
BASH

June 30-July 4

Fort Lauderdale, FL
561-470-5208

HERRANG DANCE CAMP
July 8-Aug 5, Stockholm, Sweden
46-8-643-40-58

NEW ORLEANS EXTRA VA-
GANZA

July 27-29 New Orleans, LA
504-463-0307

BEALE STREET 2000 PARTY
Aug 3-6 Memphis, Tenn.
901-755-1269

WASHINGTON DC SWING
FLING
Aug 4-6 Virginia. 505-286-8646

MOTOR CITY JAM

September 8-10, 2000

Eastern Michigan University

FMI: 313-869-9385
PauletteBrockington@yahoo.com
or  http://artspectrum.org
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% DISCOUNTS
FOR MEMBERS

THE DANCE CLUB classes begin
each month at the Amber House in
Warren.Private lessons available.
L0O0OPractice Night at the Amber
House! Mambo, Hustle, ChaCha -
Tango - Waltz - FoxTrot - Swing - West
CoastPractice What You Learn! Huge
Dance Floor! Find a Partner, Get a
Partner, What Ever It Takes TO GET
DANCIN'Thursdays (except the first
Thurs. of each month.) 8:00 PM to
10:30 PM - Cover $4.00. Amber
House, 7012 E. Nine Mile Road (Just
W. of VanDyke) Warren, Ml FMI:Call
Bill Scheff at (810).734.3434.

STARDUST DANCE STUDIO offers
our members a discount of $1.00 off the
admission fee for their Friday night
parties. Everyone is welcome. Party is
from 9 PM to 12 AM. FMI: (248) 356-
5678. See attached class schedule.
10% discount to members.

NOTICE TO MSDA

MEMBERS: THE STARDUST
BALLROOM HAS ANNOUNCED
THAT THEIR ANN ARBOR STUDIO
WILL NOT BE HONORING MSDA
DISCOUNTS.

DANCE AVENUE DANCE STUDIO
offers MSDA members a discount of
$1.00 off their Thursday night parties.
FMI: call Dance Avenue at (313) 565-
3329. See attached class schedule.

ROYAL OAK ARTHUR MURRA Y
Discount of $1.00 for MSDA members
off the $5.00 charge for Friday night
parties. Party..9:15 PM-10:45 PM.
FMI: (248) 548-4770.

TROY DANCE STUDIO

They offer $1.00 discount on every event
they hold.They have scheduled Theme
Parties on Tuesdays. Theme parties have
hors d'oeuvres and drinks included. Open
House for new students includes free group
lessons the last week of each month. FMI:
Elaine Marrero, TDS. (248) 689-3393.

DANCE ALERT
Want to receive the latest e-mail news
on dance related events in Michigan?
Want to know where the hottest dance
floors are? E-mail Brenda at
dancealert@aol.com and visit her new
website at:_http://dancemichigan.com
NEW PAGES have been added:
Instructors, DJ's, Bands and Event
Coordinators may advertise for free.
Also, check out our Information Station
for her list of Dance Floors in the area.

CHANGE OF PACE CLOTHIERS
Located at 2045 Orchard Lake Road,
Sylvan Lake, Ml

248-332-1811. 10% discount offered to all
MSDA members. They have men’'s &
women'’s clothing, shoes & accessories!
Wonderful quality, everything from funky to
elegant. They also do expert alterations!
Check out their wonderful sales rack. No
discount there, but none is needed. Great
buys on dance clothing!!!

LYNCH'S

Three Locations:

Warren: (810) 751-1780

Dearborn: (313) 565-3425
Wyandotte: (313) 281-8108.

15% discount to MSDA members.
They carry various trims for costumes,
teachers’ shoes, tights, etc.

HUBER & BREEZE

30% discount on all Rentals, Sales,
Repairs of New & Used Disc Jockey
Equipment. Musical instruments & vocal
lessons also available.

33540 Groesbeck Hwy.

Fraser, Ml (810) 294-3950

COULD | HAVE THIS DANCE?

Megan Woodbury, MSDA member, is the
lady to contact if you are a male dancer
between 45 and 70 and you are
interested in becoming a gentleman host
on the cruise ships. Megan works for
Lauretta Blake and has been a ‘tester’
for the Michigan, Windsor and Ohio areas
for eight years. You can reach her at (313)
886-9394.
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BE SURE TO FILL OUT A DANCE
CARD OR TEN AT EACH PARTY. WE
USE THOSE TO CHOOSE WINNERS

FOR THE DOOR PRIZES.

NEW MSDA FEATURE
This is way cool!

If you'd like to receive your newsletter
by e-mail a few days before it arrives
by snail mail, please let me know.
Send me (sfnelson@worldnet.att.net)
your e-mail address with the word
‘YES' in the subject line. If | can omit
sending you a hardcopy, please make
a note of that in the message. You'll
need Acrobat Reader to open and
print it. It's available for free at
www.adobe.com/prodindex/acrobat/
readstep.htmli#reader.
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MSDA DANCE ATTENDEES,
PLEASE NOTE:

The white ticket you receive when you
enter our parties is to be used for a free
soft drink or an alcoholic beverage. If
you choose not to drink one, please turn
it in at the bar. This is a direct part of
the payment process to the Amber
House! Remember: we need to help
support Bill through food & drink
purchases! We want to keep having
our parties there.

Roommate wanted: call Annie Hardin @
248-423-4222.

CONGRATULATIONS to Patti Morris
and Debbie Ehlert. Each won $55 in
the the 50/50 Raffle.

BE A JACKPOT WINNER!
REMEMBER THE 50/50
RAFFLE.

At each party, you can buy an
arm’s length worth of tickets for
$5.00. The raffle drawing &2
is at 6 PM. Just see Bob
Campbell for tickets.
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GUEST INSTRUCTOR

SUZY BRECHT

Suzy Brecht, our guest teacher this month, is Director of
Competitive Dance at Troy Dance Studio and Director of
Dance at the Windsor International Ballroom Association.
Suzy is definitely multi-talented. She’s an actress, a singer,
a dancer, a musician, a DJ, a dance teacher and is conver-
sant in Spanish, Greek and Italian. She has an impressive
resume dating back to her high school days.

Suzy’s education and training began in high school where
she trained in jazz and modern dance as well as voice, an
area is which she won honors. While at Colorado State Uni-
versity on a music scholarship, Suzy participated in the jazz
dance group, the opera theatre, and theatre arts, and won
several thespian awards. She has achieved certification from
the National Dance Council of America, the Imperial Society
of Teachers of Dancing, and has passed the International
Standard and the Teachers Examinations.

Suzy’s thespian experience includes the female lead in
“The Unsinkable Molly Brown”, the female lead in “The Royal
Family”, and parts in “Madam Butterfly”, “Don Giovani”, “The
Mikado” and others. She has performed on stage at
Disneyland and was part of the Governors Invitational Tour
of Europe (six countries).

Besides the awards she’s won on stage, Suzy has col-
lected several honors for Top Teacher. These include 4" place
at the 1995 Michigan Ballroom Dance Festival, 3¢, 1%t and
2" places, in subsequent consecutive years, as Top Female
Teacher at the Windsor International Ball.

Suzy teaches everything from Toddler Creative Movement
to Seniors Dance Instruction, from Freestyle and Hip-Hop to
International Standard and Latin Ballroom Dance. We're very
fortunate to have such a versatile lady as our Guest Teacher.

REVIEWS FROM TRAVELIN’
MSDA MEMBERS

DANCE AWAY
By Mllie Moore

Just returned from “Boogie in the Burgh” hosted by
the Steel City Boogie Club in Pittsburgh. This was their sec-
ond annual dance weekend and it was a lot of fun. A Radisson
Hotel for $69 a night with a great ballroom. They had some
very nice raffle prizes and the $35 ticket included a hospital-
ity lunch on Friday, heavy Hors d'oeuvres Friday night, a
continental breakfast both Saturday and Sunday morning
and a full buffet dinner Saturday night!

They had loads of free workshops, and lots of vendors. It
was a $20 cab ride from the airport and free shuttle from the
hotel to the airport Sunday morning. They had a mini dance
competition that lasted maybe an hour (so it didn’t disrupt
the dancing) and some very nice prizes for first, second and
third place. Saturday morning | went on an excursion to the

Monongahela Incline. This was a free bus ride to Mt. Wash-
ington and a dollar fare to ride the “cable car” down the moun-
tain overlooking the Monongahela River. Around the corner was
an old train station that has been refurbished to include many
shops and restaurants. They were celebrating St. Patrick’s Day;,
so there were restaurants with live Irish music and specials on
corned beef and cabbage. They also offered the same free
bus ride excursion to the main shopping area.
Sunday morning, along with the continental breakfast, they had
a twenty member gospel choir that gave a fantastic performance
of great, rousing gospel music. You haven't lived till you dance
to Gospel music! For only the second year, this new club put on
a great weekend. | can easily recommend this dance. It was
less intimidating than other dances and the people were very,
very nice.

Next up is my first time in Gatlinburg, Tennessee for
“Smoky Mountain Boogie” co- hosted by Smoky Mountain
Shaggers and the Atlanta Swing Dancers Club March 30th.

SWINGIN’ AT SEA 2000
by Bob Campbell

Last month, some of the MSDA members went on a Carib-
bean swing dance cruise on the Norwegian Sky. There were
over 400 swing dancers from all over the United States and
Canada and everyone seemed to have the time of their lives.
There were 15 dance workshops and open dances on the ship
every night. There were so many different styles of West Coast
and East Coast dancers that you were continually watching
and making mental notes. There was even a “Seaworthy Jack
& Jill” where each partner had to wear one swim fin and the
man wore a skin diving mask and his partner wore an inflated
skin diving vest. Naturally, this was all done in jest and was
meant for fun. As far as the trip, the food, excursions, accom-
modations, and service were excellent and everyone in our
group made new friends.

Our hostess, Beata Howe, says that the next Cruise will prob-
ably be in the year 2002. She wants to make it every other year so
people can budget for the cruise and still continue to attend other
Swing Dance conventions through the year. We hope that next
time more MSDA members will be able to participate in the cruise.

From upper left, Bob Campbell, Joe, Scott Soderberg, Bill
Fields. Lower left, Louise Zaleski, Judy Mobley, Hope
Larson, and MaryLou Gillis.
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MANY THANKS TO OUR MEMBERS
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!









